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One effect of their operation was to establish customs which had the force of law. Those dual forms of regulation continued in various, and often diversified forms, until the ' dissolution of the monasteries,' and the final suppression of the guilds. It was not until after that date that legislative enactment supplanted the ordinances of the guilds, and usurped their functions. If the legislature of that period had resisted the prompted inducements to an interference with labour, and had restricted its action to such provisions as would have ensured freedom to all, and protection to each, in the exercise of that freedom, many of the evils of what is termed grandmotherly legislation would have been averted. The modern forms of interference are the direct result, the natural and inevitable result, of conditions which, were created by State regulation, following upon the failure of corporate regulation as imposed by the craft-guilds of the middle ages.
Legal enactment took two distinct forms ; there were (i) the Statute Law, as embodied in, the Statutes of Labourers, commencing with the 23 Edw. Ill, and continued throughout the thirteenth century by various statutes, and in the fourteenth century by further regulations, as to wages and prices and. hours of labour. Those enactments readied their fullest development in. the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when the laws were consolidated into what might be termed a code, arid were made binding upon all the trades and industries of that time. And (2) charters, which were granted in some of the early reigns, and were continued clown to very recent times, many of which were obtained, by purchase, as in the case of the companies of the city of London, and some other corporate towns. The rage for legislative regulation is an outgrowth of those earlier conditions, a reverting back to the infancy of civilised society. This tendency is always strong in proportion to the lack of intelligence among the manses to perceive the true relation between cause and effect, and. the inevitable results of a given, policy, whatever that policy may be. The history of that interference seems to be but a hajzy dream to most men, even, to those tolerably educated, or we should find greater hesitancy to embark on the same treacherous stream.